
                        

 
 

MARCH 2010 
 
  
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As I write the weather has not fully relented and we are still 
coping with difficult conditions.  I thank families for their 
‘business as usual’ approach as that is the message we wish 
to convey in school.  We continue to emphasise the 
importance of punctuality and appropriate dress code even 
in bad weather and I’m pleased to report that almost all 
pupils are very well turned out.  For clarification I can 
confirm that we expect school tie and blazer to be worn 
every day. 
 
Graham Construction have now begun Phase 1 of the 
remodelling of Coltness High.  The pre-construction period 
saw a lot of preparatory work but this week some 
demolition has already taken place and will continue before 
new foundations, a new wing and a re-build of some areas 
gets under way.  Phase 2 in a year’s time will involve 
another re-build of our current main teaching block.  Up-
dated information can be tracked on the school web-site. 
 
In school we are doing our best to continue to provide good 
experiences in and out of the classroom.  The 
History/Modern Studies trip to Rome during the mid-term 
break seemed to be all that we hoped it would be with a 
great mix of sightseeing, history, relaxation and, of course, 
shopping.   Since then a group of S3 pupils attended 
Reeltime Studios in Newarthill where they met Mr Kenny 
MacAskill, Justice Secretary, and heard about where and 
how ‘Cashback to Communities’ funding was being spent.  
Some 16 pupils from Coltness HS from S2-S6 displayed 
outstanding work last week at the annual Youth Art and 
Literary Guild Exhibition in Airdrie Town Hall.  This week 
Ms Callaghan, teacher of RE, will accompany a class from 
S2 to the Town Hall in Hamilton to view a performance of 
“Singin’ I’m No A Billy He’s A Tim”, allowing some 
reflection on the issue of sectarianism and the effects it can 
have on the local community. 
 
Other activities promoted in school include the Mountain 
Biking group who travelled to the Forest of Mabie on 12 
February and the Duke of Edinburgh group who will shortly 
be spending a day orienteering in Strathclyde Park in 
preparation for an expedition after Easter.  Sports teams, 
especially Hockey and Football, have kept playing despite 
occasional postponements.  The four boys’ football teams 
are all still in cup competitions with a lot to play for and the 
hockey performances are very encouraging.  We 
congratulate Emma Gallacher once again as she clinched 
the North Lanarkshire Badminton title of U/19 Girls’ 
Champion.  This is Emma’s fifth championship in a row 
which is a fabulous achievement. 
 
 
 

 
 
In the next week or two we will see a girls’ group and a 
boys’ group attend a Fire Reach programme with 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue Services in Coatbridge before 
S4 as a year group go out on work experience.  Amongst 
other things the English Department will attend a poetry 
event at Glasgow University with Poet Laureate Carol Ann 
Duffy.  20 senior pupils will then attend a Challenge of 
Industry enterprise day at Motherwell College and Standard 
Grade PE classes in S3 will enjoy some outdoor experiences 
including Hill Climbing and Map Reading with a 
teambuilding element.    
 
All this gives a flavour of regular life in the school and we 
will also see young talent on the stage before Easter at the 
Talent Show and the Young Musician of the Year events.   
 
This, of course, should not detract or distract us from the 
need to keep a focus on teaching and learning. 
 
S2 pupils are about to make decisions on subject choices for 
next year, S3 pupils should be finishing coursework in 
English and Mathematics prior to revision for Standard 
Grade exams as well as preparing for S3 class exams next 
week.  S4 pupils are also finalising all course work before 
Work Experience and S5/S6 pupils have just received 
grades from prelims.  We are now in the very important run-
up period to SQA exams with only six whole school weeks 
before Standard Grade exams begin.  All pupils should have 
a planned study programme by now as well as taking 
advantage of supported study classes at lunchtime and after 
school.  Easter School details are noted overleaf and this is 
an invaluable opportunity to get good advice and help to 
direct Easter revision. 
 
If there are any questions about school in general or 
particular pupil progress please be in touch with senior 
management or pupil support staff. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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D Fergusson 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
Tel No – 01698 274920 
ht@coltnesshigh.n-lanark.sch.uk 
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Dates for your Diary 
 
Tuesday  2 March S2 Parents’ Information Evening 7pm 
Wednesday  3 March S2 Parents’ Evening 4 - 6.30pm 
Wednesday  3 March Music SQA Performance exams begin 
Friday  5 March S2 English exam 
Monday  8 March S4 Work Experience week 
Monday  8 March S3 Exams 
Monday 22 March Health and Wellbeing Focus Week 
Thursday 25 March Talent Show 
Tuesday 30 March Young Musician of the Year 
Thursday  1 April  Church Service 11.30am 
     School Closes    2.30 pm 
Monday 19 April  School reopens   9.00am 
Wednesday 28 April  SQA Exams begin 

 

Health & Wellbeing Focus Week 
The week will run from March 22nd to 26th. During this week the focus will be on various 
health aspects and all year groups will be involved in workshops including: 
Drama Workshops, Healthy Eating Demonstrations, Blood Donations, Pampering 
Sessions, Women’s Aid Workshops, Wednesday Wedges & Fruit Kebabs, Climbing Wall, 
Mountain Biking, Step-a-thon, Drugs & Alcohol Problems Workshops. 

Additional In-Service Day 
Please note that Tuesday 1 June 
2010 has been identified as an 
additional in-service day for staff 
and a holiday for pupils. 
   
Staff will consider Assessment 
developments related to 
Curriculum for Excellence. 
 

  
School Canteen Prize Draw 
Winner Chelsea Carmichael was 
presented with an ipod Touch. 
 

Meal Deal 
Pick one of:   Main Meal 
  Snack 
  Sandwich 
  Speciality Roll 
  Wrap 
Pick one of: Soup 
  Starter 
  Sweet 
  Fruit Pot 
  Yogurt 
Any Drink  Just £1.65 

 

Easter School 
 

For S3 and S4 pupils 
Free tuition and lunch provided 

9.30 am – 2.15 pm 
Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th April 
4 classes per day from: 
English      Mathematics 
Modern Studies Chemistry 
History   Physics 
French   Biology 
Home Economics German 

Physical Education 
Craft & Design 

Graphic Communication 


